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VoteYesMarriage.com
California Marriage Amendment

The Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative

A Must-Read Message from the Official Proponents
of the VoteYesMarriage.com Coalition

August 10, 2005

As you may know, there are three proposed California constitutional marriage amendments.
Consequently, there is a need to cut through the confusion, and to address incorrect information
that is being circulated by email, on web sites, and even by letters you may have received in the
mail.

There are many familiar and well-intentioned organizations and individuals associated with all of
the proposed amendments. You may have deep trust of certain pro-family leaders and
organizations, and think that you would never question their commitment to pro-family policy.

But you should question, because every human being is fallible. That includes every pro-family
organization and pro-family leader, including us.

No matter who you know or trust, the mission for every California pro-family citizen should be to
support a marriage amendment that will truly and fully protect marriage for one man and one
woman. This means a marriage amendment that is legally sound and will do what it proposes
to do. The future of marriage and the next generation depends on accurate work and principled
leadership.

We know this is a lengthy message, but the facts need to be known. Please be clear, this is
not a matter of "us" versus "them." This important message for pro-family Californians is about
truth and developing a truth standard. It's about assuring that a constitutional marriage
amendment is legally effective, and that it will protect everything about marriage for one man
and one woman in California. We should expect no less.

Thank you for taking a few minutes out of your busy schedule to read this message.
Sincerely,

Assemblyman Larry Bowler

Ed Hernandez, concerned parent

Randy Thomasson, President of Campaign for Children and Families
Official Proponents, VoteYesMarriage.com Marriage Protection Coalition

"And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”
-- Jesus Christ

"There is but one straight course, and that is to seek truth and pursue
it steadily."
-- George Washington

"There is nothing so powerful as truth, and often nothing so strange.”
-- Daniel Webster
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“Truth is incontrovertible; malice may attack it and ignorance may deride it,
but, in the end, there itis."
-~ Winston Churchili

"If you look for truth, you may find comfort in the end; if you look for
comfort you will not get either comfort or truth only soft soap and wishful
thinking to begin, and in the end, despair.”

- C.S. Lewis

In This Important Message:

Compare the California marriage amendments

Strong support for VoteYesMarriage.com

The truth about the flawed "Protect Marriage Amendment”

The problem is what ProtectMarriage.com's amendment won't do
A true-blue California marriage amendment you can support

Read the VoteYesMarriage.com amendment

Get involved now

An important P.S. about a letter you may have received in the mail

Dear California pro-family citizen,

Do you support awarding the rights of marriage to unmarried persons?

Do you approve of "counterfeit marriages" or homosexual "marriage by another name"?
Are you OK with same-sex "domestic partners” being awarded all the rights of marriage?

If your answer is NO, NO and NO WAY - then you need to take a moment to read this
important, eye-opening message.

As you know, a strong and legally-precise California constitutional marriage
amendment is the only thing that will protect marriage rights from the clutches of
politicians and judges.

Compare the California Marriage Amendments

Currently, there are three proposed amendments that have been filed: one by
VoteYesMarriage.com called the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative (our
amendment); and two others by ProtectMarriage .com called the California Marriage
Protection Act #1 and #2. The ProtectMarriage.com group is currently only circulating
petitions for "California Marriage Protection Act #1." The VoteYesMarriage.com coalition is
promoting the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative with plans to circulate petitions
beginning in late August.

But which one will truly protect everything about marriage? Which one can YOU support?

In the end -- and this is so important -- all that matters in a constitutional marriage
amendment is its LEGAL EFFECT -- what it will accomplish once the courts are done
with it. This chart clearly shows the bottom-line difference between the three proposed
amendments based on a legal analysis of each measure. (A detailed analysis is further down
in this message.)

Summary of the Legal Effects of the three proposed California Marriage Amendments

Voters' Right To California Marriage California Marriage
Protect Marriage  |Protection Act (#1) Protection Act (#2)
Initiative
Protects Word
"Marriage” and YES Yes Yes
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Licensure of Marriage
Protects Rights and
Privileges of Marriage YES No No

Prevents "Gay

Marriage by Another YES No No
Name"

Protects Private

Companies and YES No No
Organizations

Prevents Future
IAbolishment of
Mairiage

YES

No No

You'll notice that one initiative completely protects marriage for one man and one woman,
while the two others provide only superficial protection. Here's the rule for protecting
marriage: if you're going to protect marriage rights and stop all the attacks on
marriage, you've got to be specific so the judges can clearly read your initiative and
can't "re-interpret” it. You MUST be SPECIFIC in your text to assure a positive legal
effect for marriage protection.

By viewing the above chart, you can see for yourself that there is only one true-blue California
marriage amendment: the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative. VoteYesMarriage.com's
initiative was drafted over a three-month period by top marriage protection attorneys at
Liberty Counsel, the Home School Legal Defense Association, and the American Family

Association.

Also bringing his valuable legislative expertise and institutional history to the drafting process
was Randy Thomasson, president of Campaign for Children and Families, who, over the past
12 years, has personally witnessed, studied and written about the numerous attacks on
marriage in the California Legislature and the California courts.

How do you protect marriage in California? You must specifically state in the actual
text of the constitutional amendment that the RIGHTS OF MARRIAGE will be protected.
That's why the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative is the standard we must all unite
under fo protect marriage for one man and one woman, once and for all.

Strong Support for VoteYesMarriage.com

You'll be encouraged that the VoteYesMarriage.com amendment has been endorsed by
more than 100 pro-family organizations and churches, including Traditional Values
Coalition, American Family Association, Campaign for Children and Families, Center for
Reclaiming America, Eagle Forum of California, Eagle Forum of Sacramento, Association of
Christian Schools International, Home School Legal Defense Association, B.O.N.D., Center
for National Policy Action, Joyce Meyer Ministries, Sacramento Alliance for Civil Rights,
Pro-Family Law Center, U.S. Justice Foundation, Life Priority Network, Christian Community
Concerns, Confraternidad Hispana Bautista de California, etc. See the larger list of

The principled support for protecting everything about marriage for one man and one
woman has been outstanding. (There's more about the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage
Initiative further down.)

The Truth About the Flawed Protect Marriage Amendment

ProtectMarriage.com may have good intentions, but it has NOT produced a sound
constitutional marriage amendment.

Sadly, the truth is that the Protect Marriage Amendment doesn't live up to its name because it
won't protect the rights of marriage. Unfortunately, this hastily- and poorly-drafted initiative
sponsored by ProtectMarriage.com will forever permit homosexual "marriage” by another name
in California by allowing all the rights of marriage to go to gay couples. Such a policy will leave
marriage an empty shell without special, exclusive value in the law.

Despite several in-person, telephone and written conversations in which VoteYesMarriage.com
heavily lobbied them to protect the essence and rights of marriage for one man and one woman,
the ProtectMarriage.com coalition would not adopt this principled standard. They've written a
flawed initiative with superficial "marriage protection” language. It won't protect the rights of
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marriage.

The "Protect Marriage Amendment” reads as follows: "A marriage between a man and a
woman is the only legal union that shalf be valid or recognized in this state." That's all. These
22 words may sound good, but they lack the essential legal provisions to stop
homosexual "marriage” by another name. We'll show you why in a moment. But the big
picture is that the Protect Marriage Amendment will [eave it up to judges and state legislators to
determine whether homosexual "marriage" by another name will forever be the law in California.
It's a risk we can't afford.

Pro-family constitutional attorneys have analyzed the legal effect of ALL. THREE
California marriage amendments. These are marriage protection experts, and include
Mathew Staver, general counsel of Liberty Counsel; Rena Lindevaldsen, senior litigation counsel
of Liberty Counsel; Steve Crampton, chief counsel of the American Family Association Center
for Law and Policy; and Michael Farris, general counsel of the Home School Legal Defense
Association.

After comparing the various California marriage amendments, these top-rated attorneys
endorsed the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative, concluding that it is "the only one that
will fully protect marriage between a man and a woman." See the letter by pro-family
constitutional attorneys here.

This is why citizens who want to protect everything about marriage CANNOT in good
conscience sign the petition for the "California Marriage Protection Act" sponsored by
ProtectMarriage.com. Because it won't protect marriage!

The Problem is What Protectmarriage.com's Amendment WON'T Do

Pro-family constitutional attorneys have determined that the California Marriage Protection
Act sponsored by ProtectMarriage com will:

1. Only protect the word and licensure of marriage (as long as polygamists don't
eventually win the right to marry multiple spouses under "a man and a woman," which

is a weaker phrase than "one man and one woman"),

2. Continue homosexual "marriage” by another name in California, depending on a
judge's interpretation of "legal union." (AB 205, a landmark California law that
went into effect January 1, 2005, awards virtually all the statutory rights of marriage to

homosexual "domestic partners.”)

3. Permit the Legislature to create a new type of "counterfeit marriage." Because
the ProtectMarriage.com amendment doesn't explicitly protect the "rights of marriage,”
the Caiifornia State Legislature could also invent a new type of "agreement” under
contract law, and insert into it 100 percent of the rights of marriage. They could even
declare it is not a "union.” This creation of homosexual "marriage” by yet another name
would forever reduce marriage for a husband and wife to a mere word without

exclusive legal value.

4. Allow the courts and the Legislature to force private businesses and
organizations to undermine marriage by requiring them to grant full marriage

benefits to unmarried persons, despite any religious convictions against this practice.

5. Even allow a future Legislature to someday abolish the legal institution of
marriage in the name of "equality," "non-discrimination" and "tolerance" for all.

Remember, all that matters in a constitutional marriage amendment is its LEGAL.
EFFECT -- what it wiil accomplish once the courts are done with it. And the "Protect
Marriage Amendment" or "California Marriage Protection Act" is severely lacking in marriage
protection.

o Consider that nowhere does this initiative say it protects the "rights of marriage.”
This means all the rights of marriage can go to homosexual partners. The California
Legislature would be "unleashed" to create a legislative vehicle in contract law that could
award 100 percent of the rights of marriage to homosexual couples, thus creating "gay
marriage by another name."

The failure to protect the rights of marriage is why we have counterfeit marriage in
California today. The California Court of Appeal, in its April 4, 2005 decision upholding
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AB 205 (California Family Code, Section 297.5), ruled that the legal status of marriage for
only a man and a woman DOES NOT prevent homosexual couples from being awarded
ALL THE RIGHTS OF MARRIAGE under a different name. Here's what the court said:

“Because the plain, unambiguous language of Propaosition 22 is concerned only with who
is entitled to obtain the status of marriage, and not with the rights and obligations
associated with marriage, section 297.5 (which does not grant the legal status of marriage
to registered domestic partners) does not add to, or take away from, Proposition 22."
Knight v. Superior Court, 128 Cal. App 4th 14, 26 (2005)

e Because the initiative does not define "legal union," it will be up to judges -- not the
voters -- to determine whether it bans "domestic partnerships," which are stuffed full
with marriage rights and currently function as "gay marriage by another name" in
California. (On August 1, the California Supreme Court used this pseudo-gay marriage
law (AB 205) to force businesses to treat homosexual couples exactly as if they were
married!)

o What's more, their poorly-drafted initiative could easily be thrown out of court for
being unconstitutionally vague. The Protect Marriage Amendment says marriage is
"the only legal union” allowed in California. If that's the case, then other types of unions -
credit unions, labor unions, student unions, etc. -- would also be illegal. Because multiple,
unrelated kinds of legal unions would be banned, the ProtectMarriage.com amendment
could easily be struck down by the California Supreme Court for violating the state
constitution's "single-subject law," which prohibits ballot initiatives from
embracing more than one subject.

Now you know the facts. The marriage petition called the "California Marriage Protection Act"
or the "Protect Marriage Amendment,” which is circulating in some pro-family circles, falls far
short of being what it claims to be. Unless you want homosexual "marriage"” by another
name in California, citizens in good conscience cannot sign this petition.

ProtectMarriage.com may have good intentions, but they have NOT produced a sound
constitutional marriage amendment. The text of the California Marriage Protection Act will NOT
protect the essence of marriage for one man and one woman.

legal effect of the three different "California marriage amendments,” these expert attorneys
endorsed the Voters’ Right to Protect Marriage Initiative as "the only one that will fully
protect marriage between a man and a woman." That's quite a statement from respected
marriage attorneys such as Michael Farris and Mathew Staver.

A True-Blue California Marriage Amendment You Can Whole-Heartedly
Support: It's Sponsored by VoteYesMarriage.com

You know that marriage is a sacred institution, not a mere word. As you can see from the above
analysis, if you want to really protect marriage for one man and one woman, you need to
protect the rights of marriage. You need to keep everything about marriage special for one
man and one woman.

This is why you'll want to support the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative sponsored by
VoteYesMarriage.com.

The language of the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative is
maddd principled and precise. You'll be glad to know that the amendment by
I VVoteYesMarriage.com will PROTECT EVERYTHING about marriage
B for one man and a one woman.

VoteYeslatriage

The bottom line is this: if you're going to protect marriage rights
g and stop all the attacks on marriage, you've got to be specific so
(IR E RG] the judges can clearly read your ballot initiative and can't
Amendment “re-interpret" it to mean something that it doesn’t. The Voters'
Right to Protect Marriage Initiative accomplishes this goal.

You can read the good, strong. clear language of the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative
here. Simply understood, the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative will:

1. Protect and reserve marriage licenses for only one man and one woman.
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2. Protect the rights of marriage for marriage (thus preventing counterfeit marriage or
homosexual *marriage” by another name, and prohibiting the rights of marriage from
going to unmarried persons, including homosexual domestic partners.)

3. Protect private entities from being forced to undermine marriage (thus reversing
the intolerant California Supreme Court ruling of August 1, 2005.)

4. Prevent the government from abolishing marriage in the future (as New York
State legislators proposed earlier this year.)

Unlike the ProtectMarriage.com initiative -- which would only protect the word "marriage” yet
allow for homosexual "marriage" by another name -- the Voters’ Right to Protect Marriage
Initiative by VoteYesMarriage.com will protect everything about marriage -- marriage
licenses, marriage rights, and all aspects of marriage under the law -- for one man and
one woman.

Read the VoteYesMarriage.com Amendment For Yourself

Here's the good, strong, and explicitly-clear text of the Voters’ Right to Protect Marriage
Initiative that would go into the California State Constitution, overriding the judges and
politicians, and protecting marriage once and for all:

a) Only marriage between one man and one woman is valid or recognized in California,
whether contracted in this state or elsewhere.

b) Neither the Legislature nor any court, government institution, government agency,
initiative statute, local government or government official shall abolish the civil institution
of marriage between one man and one woman, or bestow statutory rights or incidents of
marriage on unmarried persons, or require private entities to offer or provide rights or
incidents of marriage to unmarried persons. Any public act, record, or judicial
proceeding, from within this state or another jurisdiction, that violates this section is void

and unenforceable.

Do you see how principled and precise and complete the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage
Initiative is? Now you know how VoteYesMarriage.com will protect everything about marriage.
Because only the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative clearly states that the RIGHTS
OF MARRIAGE are FOR MARRIAGE. This is real marriage protection, unlike the
ProtectMarriage.com initiative, which never mentions the word "rights" and will unfortunately

reduce marriage to a mere word.

Get Involved Now

Now that you understand the VoteYesMarriage.com standard to protect marriage rights,
and that the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative is carrying that standard, we invite
you to get involved.

« Get more familiar with our true-blue California marriage amendment and the
principled campaign of VoteYesMarriage.com and the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage
Initiative. Visiting the VoteYesMarriage.com home page is @ good place to begin.

e Take a stand for truth by rejecting counterfeit marriage and standing for real marriage
protection, for one man and one woman, without compromise! Churches and
organizations are invited to endorse the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage Initiative by
downloading and returning the online endorsement form.

s Stay up-to-date with the latest news! Sign up to receive free email updates if you're
not already on the list and receiving e-news directly from us. VoteYesMarriage com will
email you when the petitions for the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage petitions are
available to sign and circulate.

Thank you for wanting real marriage protection for one man and one woman in California. And
thank you for taking the time to read this most important message.

Sincerely,
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The VoteYesMarriage.com Coalition
Official Proponents Assemblyman Larry Bowler, Ed Hernandez, Randy Thomasson

P.S. Don't be confused.
Because we are the official proponents of the Voters' Right to Protect Marriage [nitiative, there
are a few more things for the record that you need to know.

You may have received a letter dated August 3 from Mrs. Gail Knight who is supporting the
poorly-drafted "Protect Marriage Amendment." As you know, this amendment won't protect the
rights of marriage or stop homosexual "marriage” by another name. Sadly, Mrs. Knight's
advisors have led her to falsely accuse VoteYesMarriage.com of affirming and awarding
marriage rights to homosexual domestic partnerships. Nothing could be further from the truth.

The Voters' Right to Protect Marriage [nitiative sponsored by VoteYesMarriage.com PROTECTS
AND RESERVES ALL the rights of marriage exclusively for a married man and woman,
and specifically PROHIBITS government from "bestow(ing) statutory rights or incidents

of marriage on unmarried persons," which includes homosexual domestic partners.

Please read the VoteYesMarriage.com amendment again. Contrast our true-blue marriage
protection initiative with the poorly-drafted "Protect Marriage Amendment,” which gives away the
rights of marriage and allows homosexual "marriage” by another name in more ways than one.
This is yet another reason to support VoteYesMarriage.com to defend and advance the truth that
ALL of marriage must be protected for one man and one woman in California.

This spring, we had multiple conversations with ProtectMarriage.com leaders, but they
unfortunately would never commit to drafting initiative language that protected the rights
of marriage. After they filed their initiatives with the Attorney General's office, we
communicated again and painstakingly pointed out the deep flaws in their initiatives. But they
have not repaired or replaced their ineffective language. We hope they will eventually embrace
the facts about the disastrous legal effects of the "California Marriage Protection Act."

In the meantime, please plug in with the VoteYesMarriage.com Voters' Right to Protect
Marriage Initiative, which will truly and fully protect marriage in California.

Copyright ® 2005 VoteYesMarriage.com, All Rights Reserved.





